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"Interpreting our state constitutional provisions in
accordance with firmly established equal protection
principles leads inevitably to the conclusion that
gay persons are entitled to marry the otherwise
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The decision would only allow gay couples the state benefits of marriage. The Defense of Marriage Act,
passed in 1996, denies gay couples federal recognition of state marriages, which provides for federal benefits
with regard to Social Security, taxation, immigration and others.
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Don't Miss Eight same-sex couple sued the state, saying that civil unions were not
equal to marriage and that Connecticut's Constitution guaranteed them
equal treatment.
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In the dissent, one justice said he disagreed with the majority's opinion
that "sexual orientation is a quasi-suspect class under our state constitutional provisions guaranteeing equal
protection of the laws" because that point of view "unduly minimizes the unique and extraordinary political
power of gay persons in this state."
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The suit was called Kerrigan and Mock v. the Connecticut Department of
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