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While lead plaintiff Beth Kerrigan and her partner -- soon to be wife -- embraced and sobbed
after learning of the ruling, opponents wowed to pursue a long and complicated route to
change the constitution to ban gay marriage.
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Appellate Judge Lubbie Harper,
sitting for Chief Justice Chasze T.
Rogers, who recused herself, formed
the majarity. Justices David M.
Borden and Christine “ertefauille
Joined Zarella in dissenting.

In & staternent released minutes after
the decision was announced, Goy,

. Jodi Rell gaid she disagreed with
it, but would uphald it. She said she
wag proud to sign the state's vl
unions law in 2005, the first in the
nation enacted without a court
mandate, and thaught it was
"equitable and just."

"The Suprerme Court has spoken,”
Rell said. "l do not believe their voice
reflects the majority of the people of
Connecticut. However, | am also
firrnly corwinced that attempts to
reverse this decision - either
legislatively or by amending the state
Constitution - will not meet with
success. | will therefore abide by the
ruling.”

Attorney General Richard
Blurnenthal, whose office represented
the state in the case, said the
decision, which takes effect Oct. 28,
"rnust be respected” and cannot be
appealed to the U5, Supreme Court
hecause it was based on the state
constitution,

"My office is reviewing the decision to
determine whether any further action
i5 necessary to canform our laws and
procedures to the state Supreme
Court's ruling," he said.

State Sen. Andrew . McDanald, a
Starnford Dermocrat and leading voice
for gay rights in the legislature,
praized the ruling, calling it "a bright
day for Connecticut and all her
citizens."

He =aid the legislature rmust now
take steps to clarify state law to
cormply with the court's ruling.

"The Suprerne Court has admirably
done its job and now we are required
to do ours," ke said. "And | predict
that we will do it in a bipartizan
fashion."

Opponents were obviously

dizappointed in the ruling. "The court has just usurped democracy in Connecticut and
redefined marriage by judicial force," said Peter Waolfgang, executive director of the Family

Institute of Connecticut.

The opposition will now turn its sights to the Movernber election, when voters will be asked
whether the state should convene a constitutional convention. "Caonnecticot voters will have
one apportunity on Mov. 4 to reassert their right to self government. WWe rmuost vote yes."

Unsgatisfied with the civil unions, sight same-sex couples had brought the case, Kerrigan v,
the state Commissioner of Public Health, after they were denied marriage licenses in 2004
by the Madison town clerk, who was following instructions issued by the state attorney

general's office.

The state, arguing that civil unions already provide all the rights and protections of
rmartiage, prevailed in a Superior Court ruling in July 2006, The couples appealed the ruling
to the Suprerme Court, which heard three hours of argurments on the case in May 2007

Attorney Bennett Klein, arguing on behalf of the couples, told the court that civil unions
were a "less prestigious, less advantageous institution.”
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couples pursued numerous legal arguments, contending that same-sex marriage was both
a fundamental right.
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