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Joanne Mock, right, and Elizabeth Kerrigan,

with their son Carlos, 6, were among eight

couples who sued to get marriage licenses.

Readers' Comments

Gay Marriage Is Ruled Legal in Connecticut

Shana Sureck for The New York Times

In Hartford, Crystal Pretzman of Willimantic, Conn., celebrated the State Supreme Court's decision to legalize same-sex marriage.

By ROBERT D. McFADDEN
Published: October 10, 2008

A sharply divided Connecticut Supreme Court struck down the state’s civil

union law on Friday and ruled that same-sex couples have a constitutional

right to marry. Connecticut thus joins Massachusetts and California as the

only states to have legalized gay marriages.

The ruling, which cannot be appealed and is

to take effect on Oct. 28, held that a state

law limiting marriage to heterosexual

couples, and a civil union law intended to

provide all the rights and privileges of

marriage to same-sex couples, violated the

constitutional guarantees of equal protection under the law.

Striking at the heart of discriminatory traditions in America, the

court — in language that often rose above the legal landscape into

realms of social justice for a new century — recalled that laws in

the not-so-distant past barred interracial marriages, excluded

women from occupations and official duties, and relegated blacks

to separate but supposedly equal public facilities.

“Like these once prevalent views, our conventional understanding

of marriage must yield to a more contemporary appreciation of

the rights entitled to constitutional protection,” Justice Richard N.

Palmer wrote for the majority in a 4-to-3 decision that explored
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the nature of homosexual identity, the history of societal views

toward homosexuality and the limits of gay political power

compared with that of blacks and women.

“Interpreting our state constitutional provisions in accordance with firmly established equal

protection principles leads inevitably to the conclusion that gay persons are entitled to marry the

otherwise qualified same-sex partner of their choice,” Justice Palmer declared. “To decide otherwise

would require us to apply one set of constitutional principles to gay persons and another to all

others.”

The ruling was groundbreaking in various respects. In addition to establishing Connecticut as the

third state to sanction same-sex marriage, it was the first state high court ruling to hold that civil

union statutes specifically violated the equal protection clause of a state constitution. The

Massachusetts high court held in 2004 that same-sex marriages were legal, while California’s court

decision in May related to domestic partnerships and not the more broadly defined civil unions.

The Connecticut decision, which elicited strong dissenting opinions from three justices, also opened

the door to marriage a bit wider for gay couples in New York, where state laws do not provide for

same-sex marriages or civil unions, although Gov. David A. Paterson recently issued an executive

order requiring government agencies to recognize same-sex marriages performed in other states.

The opinion in Connecticut was hailed by jubilant gay couples and their advocates as a fulfillment of

years of hopes and dreams. Hugs, kisses and cheers greeted eight same-sex couples as they entered

the ballroom at the Hartford Hilton, where four years ago they had announced they would file a

lawsuit seeking marriage licenses.

One of those couples, Joanne Mock, 53, and her partner, Elizabeth Kerrigan, 52, stood with their

twin 6-year-old sons, choking back tears of joy and gratitude. Another plaintiff, Garret Stack, 59,

introduced his partner, John Anderson, 63, and said: “For 28 years we have been engaged. We can

now register at Home Depot and prepare for marriage.”

Religious and conservative groups called the ruling an outrage but not unexpected, and spoke of

steps to enact a constitutional ban on gay marriage. Peter Wolfgang, executive director of the Family

Institute of Connecticut, blamed “robed masters” and “philosopher kings” on the court. “This is

about our right to govern ourselves,” he said. “It is bigger than gay marriage.”

But the state, a principal defendant in the lawsuit, appeared to be resigned to the outcome.

Gov. M. Jodi Rell said that she disagreed with the decision, but would uphold it. “The Supreme Court

has spoken,” she said. “I do not believe their voice reflects the majority of the people of Connecticut.

However, I am also firmly convinced that attempts to reverse this decision, either legislatively or by

amending the state Constitution, will not meet with success.”

Attorney General Richard Blumenthal said his office was reviewing the decision to determine

whether laws and procedures will have to be revised — local officials will issue marriage licenses to

gay couples without question, for example — but he offered no challenge and said it would soon be

implemented.
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Sharon Otterman and Christine Stuart contributed reporting.

Enjoy the convenience of home delivery of The Times for less than $1 a day

Ads by Google what's this?

Connecticut Police Jobs
Want A Career In Law Enforcement? Here's Everything You Need For Free

Edu.PoliceLink.com/CT

Need to know more?
Get 50% off home delivery of The Times.

Advertise on NYTimes.com

Warren Buffett on the economy
Also in Opinion:

History and the really very weird
Economy by Chavez
Diagnosis: Greed

ADVERTISEMENTS

Ads by Google what's this?

Fly to India at US $575
Discounted Airfares to India Call 1800-INDIA-10

& Book Now

Makemytrip.com

INSIDE NYTIMES.COM

1 2 

Log In or Register
No, thanks

Welcome to
TimesPeople
What’s this?

Share and Discover the Best of NYTimes.com 8:10 PM



     

Homosexuality Get E-Mail Alerts

Marriages Get E-Mail Alerts

Connecticut Get E-Mail Alerts

Related Searches

Connecticut Jobs
Interested In Working From Home? Top 25 Work At Home Jobs Of 2007

Easy-Home-Jobs.org/

Apt Connecticut
Contact Us Today! Great Locations, Large Floor Plans. Move in Specials

AvalonCommunities.com/Connecticut

Past Coverage

Gay Couples Rush to the Altar in California Ahead of November Vote (October 8, 2008)
POLITICAL MEMO; Same-Sex Marriage Ban Is Tied to Obama Factor (September 21, 2008)
Albany G.O.P. Leader Is Guest of Gay Group (September 17, 2008)
I Now Pronounce You Totally Confused (September 7, 2008)

MEDIA & ADVERTISING » OPINION » TELEVISION » OPINION » N.Y. / REGION » T MAGAZINE »

Jim Cramer Retreats Along
With the Dow

Letters: Do Our Schools Invite
Cheating?

Sarah Palin Looking Like a Real
Entertainer

Artist of Rich Shoppers Sells on
Madison Ave.

Women’s Fashion: Winter 2008

Home World  U.S.  N.Y. / Region  Business  Technology  Science  Health  Sports  Opinion  Arts  Style  Travel  Jobs  Real Estate  Automobiles  Back to Top

Copyright 2008 The New York Times Company Privacy Policy  Search  Corrections  RSS  First Look  Help  Contact Us  Work for Us  Site Map

Log In or Register
No, thanks

Welcome to
TimesPeople
What’s this?

Share and Discover the Best of NYTimes.com 8:10 PM


