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couples from marrying is any different from a Virginia law that
prevented interracial couples from marrying until it was declared
unconstitutional.

Rosenberg responded that race is not an essential part of marriage but
gender is.

The judge did not immediate rule.

Jeffrey Busch of Wilton attended Tuesday's hearing with partner
Stephen Davis and son Elijah.

“I'm pretty hopeful and optimistic,” he said. “Connecticut has done so
much to allow us to be a family. | believe the courts will correct this
injustice of not allowing us to marry.”

The Family Institute of Connecticut, which opposes gay marriage, has
asked to intervene in the case, claiming the state attorney general's
office is not vigorously defending Connecticut's marriage laws. The
state Supreme Court has not yet ruled on whether that group may
become part of the case.
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